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TUTANKHAMUN’S TOMB

The Egyptians were a people preoccupied with the cult of the dead. They placed mummified bodies of kings and commoners in tombs filled with all the necessities of life. To protect the deceased in the afterlife and to prevent robbers or political enemies from desecrating the burials, a curse was placed on the tomb against possible violators. This curse was called the mummy’s curse.

One of the most famous of Egyptians kings was Tutankhamun. He became king in 1333 BC at the age of nine and reigned until his early death in 1323 BC. He was only seventeen or eighteen at his death. Some believe that he was murdered while others think that he may have been deliberately sent into battle to be killed. The exact cause of his death is unknown because his mummified body was so badly preserved. 

Because his death was sudden, Tutankhamun’s burial was arranged in haste. Following the mummification of his remains, his body was placed in a gold coffin and taken across the Nile to the Valley of the Kings. The tomb in which Tutankhamun was buried was probably intended for another person and his resting-place was situated between the tombs of Rameses II and Rameses IV.

In 1922, the mummy of King Tut was discovered by a British archaeologist named Howard Carter. Carter had read Tutankhamun’s name on a stone wall and so he and Lord Carnarvon, a rich man who owned the right to dig in the Valley of Kings, began a search for the famous king’s tomb. The search lasted five years. When Carter looked into Tutankhamun’s tomb for the first time he was struck dumb with amazement. As he carefully continued to explore each chamber of the tomb, with his team of Egyptian workers, he was surprised by his findings. The tomb included three other rooms as well as the one in which the King’s body lay. All kinds of objects filled the tomb –carved furniture, chariots, thrones, sculptures, wall paintings, baskets and ointment jars. Enclosed in the tomb since the young king’s death, these objects were virtually untouched. The most amazing site was the body, which bore a gold mask.

Five months after the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, Lord Carnarvon died. He died of blood poisoning following a mosquito bite that had become infected. However, his death rekindled the belief in the mummy’s curse. Other workers involved in the excavation also died of the so-called curse on the tomb but it is now known that bacteria that had been sealed in the tomb killed these workers. This bacterium entered the workers’ lungs and they died.

King Tutankhamun is the most famous of all kings found in the Valley of Kings. He is so famous because his tomb was in almost perfect condition; almost untouched by tomb robbers. The contents of the tomb have provided historians a distinctive insight into the Kings’ ruling days of ancient Egypt. The contents of King Tut’s tomb, including many works of art and his solid gold coffin are now on display in Cairo Museum.
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